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“It’s a beautiful experience educating
others in the faith, even though it can be
difficult, it requires a lot of work and you

don t always see the results you hoped for!

Helping children, young people and adults
to get to know and love God more and
more deeply, is one of the most beautiful

educational adventures you can have.’
- Pope Francis
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School Catechism and
Value Education 2016-17

By the explicit direction of the Bishop of
Udupi, all Catholic Schools in the Diocese are
expected to organize Catechism and value
Education. Therefore, I request the heads of the
schools to co-operate with Divya Jyothi to
execute the direction of the Bishop:

1. All schools must organize Catechism and
Value Education classes twice a week.

2. VIl and X std students have diocesan exam
in Catechism and Value Education on 7
January 2017 from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

3. The nominal rolls will be sent to you in
duplicate in the month of June. The School
Catechism and Value Education Coordinator
must enter the names of the students and
return them to Divya Jyothi by 13 August
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2016 along with the exam fee (Catechism —
Rs.15/- and Value Education —Rs.10/-) and
duly signed by the head of the school. The
last date to submit the nominal rolls with a
fine of Rs.5/- per student is 31 August 2016.
The nominal rolls for Catechism and Value
Education are different. Hence write the
names carefully in respective nominal rolls
Incomplete nominal rolls will be rejected.
Students must develop an interest to read
the Bible. Therefore, St Mark Ch. 1-2 for
VII Std and St Mathew Ch. 5-7 for X Std is
assigned. 10 marks are allotted for this
section.

The question papers are to be taken from
Divya Jyothi office on 6 January 2017.
Please note that nominal rolls are sent along
with the question papers.

The answer papers should not have the name
of the students nor the seal of the school.
Teachers are strictly warned not to prompt
answers or correct the answers. If found,
results of such schools will be with held.
The evaluation of Catechism answer papers
(VII & X) will be held on 31 January 2017
at Divya Jyothi. We request the Heads of
the school to send the concerned teachers
for the evaluation.

It is the responsibility of the heads of the
school to conduct the exam in Catechism
and Value Education to other classes (I- VI
and VIII-IX).

The evaluation of VII and X Std Value
Education will be held in the respective
schools. The Heads of the Schools need to
send only the grades before 13 February
2017 to Divya Jyothi and collect the
certificates. The exam results will be
declared on the same day.

Only the School Catechism and Value
Education coordinator can enquire about the
exam results. We don’t entertain any
teachers, parents or students as regards
exam results. Please inform this to all
students.



m@eﬁ a f‘*&s”’“\? gg

,,,,,

g T g 53““’ 5y

DIOCESAN CATECHISM AND VALUE EDUCATION EXAM 2015-2016 : RESULTS

a) ATV 6:5-6

C) 20300 13:34-35

b) SPI=° 5:3-4 = 8-9

Catechism Value Education
Std | Medium No. of (Percentage Std | Medium No. of (Percentage
Students Students
VII | Konkani 174 99.43% VII | Kannada 823 98.66%
X Konkani 220 99.55% X Kannada 713 100.00%
VII | English 188 98.40% VII | English 729 98.63%
X English 247 99.00% X English 587 100.00%
Total 829 Total 2852
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YOUCAT: A MULTI-FACETED MESSAGE"

In the spring of 2011, YOUCAT, written
by theologians, catechists and 50 youth, already
translated into more than a dozen languages',
edited by Cardinal Christoph Schonborn,
Archbishop of Vienna (Austria), and published
by the Bishops’ Conference
(Austrian) with the approval of the
Conference of Swiss and German
bishops has become the best
seller of the 21 Century. This
catechism needs a closer
examination since Youcat is the
result of more than four hundred
years of Catholic Catechisms.

The approach of involving 50
young people in the Youcat
Project is encouraging and
demonstrates the openness to a
certain form of catechism in an era
of philosophy/theology of the
small that recognizes and appreciates the
questions, statements and thoughts of young
people in their dignity. Young people are involved
in the learning process of the faith. Their sense
of faith counts. In this way the Church is seen as
intergenerational learning community. In the
Foreword Pope Benedict invites so energetically:
“Form groups and study networks.””

Benedict himself announced his confidence
in the young through Youcat. In fact he writes;
“This Catechism was not written to please you.
It will not make life easy for you, because it
demands of you a new life.”” Benedict XVI

continues; ‘““You need to know what you believe.
You need to know your faith with that same
precision with which an IT specialist knows the
inner workings of a computer. You need to
understand it like a good musician knows the
piece he is playing. Yes, you need
to be more deeply rooted in the
faith than the generation of your
parents so that you can engage the
challenges and temptations of this
time with strength and
determination. Youneed God’s help
if your faith is not going to dry up
like a dewdrop in the sun, if you
want to resist the blandishments of
consumerism, if your love is not to
drown in pornography, if you are
not going to betray the weak and
leave the vulnerable helpless.” In
one last piece of advice Pope
Benedict XVI goes right to the heart
of many young people’s concerns about and
disillusionment with the Church.

A Pleasing Format

The multi-dimensional nature of Youcat is
quite obvious in youth ministry where this book
can be used in several ways.’ The Youcat is
structured in Question-Answer format (527 of
them), and numbers after each answer refer the
reader to the more extensive and in-depth
treatments in the CCC. The questions are direct
and honest, even at times tough; the answers
straightforward, relevant, and compelling.

*Gilbert Choondal, “Youcat to Docat: Significance of Catechism Today”, Joskiran 13 (2016) : 26-30.
"Presently, Youcat is translated into two Indian languages, namely, Malayalam and Kannada.

’Benedict X VI, “Foreword,” Youcat, p.10
’Benedict X VI, “Foreword,” Youcat, p.10
“Benedict XVI, “Foreword,” Youcat, p.10

*The Publishers of Youcat in English, Ignatius Press lists ten ways to use Youcat in youth ministry.
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Youcat will likely become the “go-to” place for
young people to learn the truth about the
Catholic faith. A commentary following the
answer is meant to give the young person
additional help in understanding more. The
Youcat also offers in the margin a continuous
series of supplementary elements, such as
pictures, summary definition, citations from
Sacred Scripture, quotations from saints and
reliable teachers of the faith but also from non-
religious authors. There were several references
and quotations cited from St. John Paul II, B1.
Mother Theresa, St. Augustine and Benedict
XVI. One will be surprised to see several
quotations cited from Protestant youth leader
of Taize, Bro. Roger. Non-Catholic authors like
Martin Luther and non-Christian authors like
Aristotle too are quoted in the Youcat. All these
citations indicate that the Church embraces
whatever that is good and true in our Church
and society. At the conclusion of the book, there
is an index of subjects, persons and definitions
to facilitate finding specific topics. The cartoon

drawings that appear in every page make the
youcat appealing to the young hearts. If you just
flip the pages of the Youcat, you can see the
line-caricature of a young person in action! The
real life colorful photos of the young and these
line caricatures have taken more space than its
predecessor, Compendium! The fact that the
Youcat with just 527 questions (Compendium
has 598 questions) and 300 pages
(Compendium has only 200 pages) indicate the
urgency of the role of visual catechesis in this
world today.¢ Youcat has printed six million
copies of its youth catechism, published in 2011.
The catechism is now available in 39 languages.

Evolution of Verbal to Visual Catechism

After the recent three catechisms within a
span of twenty years, the catechisms in their style
of content has gone through an evolution. The
table provided here will give us a synthetic of
this evolution of catechisms in its style. One can
see the catechism today has moved from verbal
content to visual content.

CCC CCcCcC Youcat

Pages Circa 800 Circa 200 300

Sacred Images | 4 14 More icons, photos of
young, and the line
drawings.

Catholic Prayers | =~ 24 prayers, 12 | Prayers, formulasand 120

and Formulas formulas in the [ definitions

appendix

Holy See | Apostolic Constitution, | Motu Proprio No formal approval

Approval Fidei Depositum through an official
document but a Foreword
written by Benedict XVI

Format of the | Summaryattheendas | 598 Questions & | 527 Questions & Answers

Text 'In brief’ Answers

Gilbert Choondal, “Relevance of Youcat in Youth Catechesis,”

in New Paradigms for Youth Catechesis,

ed. Gilbert Choondal, (Bangalore: Kristu Jyoti Publications, 2012), 104.
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Biblical References | Circa 3000 200 (300T; 170NT) | Circa 500
References to | Circa 500 24 Circa 500 (includes non-
Early Fathers religious authors)
and Saints
AnalyticalIndex | More  than 10 | One category (360 | Two: topic and definitions
categories items)
Content Creed, Sacraments, [ Creed, Sacraments, | Creed, Sacraments,
Morality and Prayer | Morality, Prayer and | Morality and Prayer (with
appendix (prayers & | additional information on
formulas) every page)

Youcat: Caveats and Concerns

Youcat takes into account mostly young
people who can afford the expensive trips to
the World Youth Days, and immerse themselves
in an exciting mass event. This small and
obedient believer youth is in contrast to the far
more numerous multitudes of young people who
have long since left the Church, which no longer
participate in the sacramental activities of the
Church, the heart of the Christian faith. The
Catechism does not address the broad needs
of the young people today, to their poverty, the
poor prospects of millions of young people
about education, employment and work.

Some of the photos need a detailed
description without which they can be objects
of confusion and misinformation. The photos of
young girls are more than boys. Some of their
photos of women and girls are questionable due
to the overexposure of their body.”

Youcat contains several colour photos of
the young people which are adopted to the
cultural ethos of each language. However, the
Indian Edition of the Youcat misses this Indian

specificity! Glancing through the content of the
Youcat one will realize that this Youcat is written
only for the youth of the Latin Rite. The part on
the sacraments, especially the questions,
diagrams and photos of liturgy indicate this fact.
Perhaps, Youcat misses what Compendium and
CCC achieved, that is, the content of faith of
the multi-ritual Catholic Church.

O

"Teacher!" What a beautiful name this is!
Jesus is our first and greatest teacher.
Saint Paul tells us that Jesus gave his
Church not only apostles and pastors, but
also teachers, to build up the whole body
in faith and love. Together with the
bishops, priests and deacons who are
ordained to preach the Gospel and care for
the Lord's flock, catechists play an
outstanding part in bringing the Good
News to every village and homestead in
your country.

- Pope Francis

"For example, some of the photos may not be appealing to all cultures. P. 55
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Pastoral Commissions - Udupi Diocese

No. Commision Director Mobile No.
1l Seminary and Religious Formation Fr Anil Cornelio 9448300919
2| Bible
3| Catechetics Divya Jyothi Fr Stephen D'Souza 7353447130
4| Liturgy
S| Family

Mr Leslie Aroza 9980018634

i) JIVIT- Counselling Centre
6| Laity Fr Ferdinand Gonsalves 9449591388
7| Justice and Peace Mrs Shalet Furtado 9845458311
8| Social Development - Sampada Fr Reginald Pinto 9448158852
i) Infegrated Child Development Programme (ICDP) | Sr Veera Monis 9448215535
9| Proclamation and Evangelization Fr Vincent Crasta 9880072036
10| Social Communications Fr Francis Lewis 9448469469
11| Women Sr Theresa Martis 9902025541

12| Ecumenism

13| Interreligious Dialogue

14| Education Fr Lawrence D’Souza 9448360004
15| Youth-YCS/YSM/ICYM
Fr Edwin D'Souza 9481850950
SUPATHA- Career Advancement Centre
16| Health Fr Denis D'Sa 9448026540
17| Labour Mr Elroy Kiran Crasto 9620675742

18| Small Christian Communities Fr Harold Pereira 9448895738
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